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What’s Inside 

 

Current Events 

 
June 23rd – Cruisin in the Sun 
Car Show in Pinole 
July – Open 
August 18th – Horse and 
Feathers  in Lodi 
 
See calendar for full year of 
events 
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Official Journal of the 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         

Hello Fellow T-bird enthusiasts.  
     I would like thank the members who displayed cars at open 
cockpit day the Oakland air museum, and Sacramento auto 
museum. A big thanks to Craig for the awesome display he put 
together with models, books, etc in Sacramento. These events help 
increase the visibility of our club. 
     Our day in Oakland was interesting and informative. The following 
lunch was great, the rain held off until lunch was served.  
     Hats off to our wonderful hosts in Sonoma. For myself this was a 
wonderful drive tour as the distance from my home to Sonoma. 
Country side was green and in bloom. Excellent lunch, gracious 
hosts. 
     I would like to encourage members to email a recent or favorite 
photo of their Thunderbird to the email address found on Web site 
These will be included in our gallery for other current, new, interested 
people to view. 
                          It's time to take your T-birds out 
                          and spread their wings!! 
                          Garry  Grainger  

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Board of Directors 

     Founded on September 26, 1976, 

the Northern California Vintage 

Thunderbird Club of America, Inc. 

(NORCAL VTCA) unites owners and 

enthusiasts of ALL Ford 

Thunderbirds built in 1956 through 

2005 in a common effort to enjoy and 

preserve these fine cars. 

President 
Garry Grainger 
209-380-0136 

gdgno1@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
Craig Cuslidge 
209-463-2793 

 
Secretary 

Julie Kinsey 
juliekinsey@comcast.net  

 
 

Treasurer 
Miki Smith 

209-463-2793 
mikismith@outlook.com 

 

The Wing Editor 
Russ Carr 

408-568-3782 
oldcarr.rc@gmail.com 

 

Immediate 
Past President 

Bill Kinsey 
925-683-0278 

William_Kinsey@comcast.net  

 
Board at Large  

 
Vic Quarello 

 510-527-1402 
nspite@netzero.net  

 
Bill Kinsey 

William_Kinsey@comcast.net 
 
 
 

The above officers are here to 

serve the members of this club 

Our website is at 

http://norcal-vtca.org/  
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Note from the Editor  

FREE PARTS 
     As noted in the Flight Log #1 Marilyn 
had a gentleman come up to her to tell 
her about his 1963 blue Thunderbird 
convertible that he lost in the Oakland 
fire. He proceeded to ask if she wanted 
some extra parts. Naturally she got me 
so we could find out just what he had.  
     He gave me an address and said he 
wanted to move the parts out of his 
storage unit right away. Oops, we were 
leaving for a European trip in a few days. 
So off I went back to Oakland while 
Marilyn was packing for the trip. Good 
thing I brought a truck! 
     I came home with a full bumper set, 
two full grills, both package trays for the 
convertible, rear side windows and their 
tracks, dash and door aluminum trim 
pieces and boxes of interior and exterior 
trim parts. Most of the parts are dirty but 
in good shape. The price was too good to 
turn down ….. free. I offered but he would 
not take anything for the parts. 
    I have also received a set of front 
brake parts (drums, shoes and so on) 
and a brake booster from a person that 
replaced his with disk brakes. All of these 
parts are from a 1963 car and they 
should also fit 1961-2. 

    So here is the deal. These parts 

will be made available to anyone in the 
club that needs them for a restoration or 
repair. The price will be the same as I 
paid …… FREE. 
    Tell me what you need and I will go 
through the boxes to see if it is there. 
One more note, there are single front 
seats from a 63 and a 64. They have 
some fire damage and are good just for 
the metal frames. 

     Russ = oldcarr.rc@gmail.com 

    

 

 

 

Below is a schedule for 2019 year, however if 
you have any interesting ideas for a tour please 
contact Miki or Craig and they will help you get 
it arranged. 

 
All month of March – Thunderbirds featured at California 
Auto Museum in Sacramento** 
 
MAY 3-4th          - Grass Valley Tour and Car Show ** 
 
JUNE  23rd        - Pinole Car Show 
 
JULY                 - Open – Do you have a suggestion? 
 
AUGUST 18th   - Horse and Feather in Lodi ** 
 
SEPT              – Grass Valley Car Show (first weekend) * 
 
   SEPT 29th       - TBirds on the Wharf - Santa Cruz (last 
weekend ** 
 
OCTOBER 26th - Migration/BBQ 
 
NOVEMBER   - Tree Trimming at California Auto 
Museum** 
 
DECEMBER   - Holiday Party** 
 
**Club functions (Set in stone) 
*Tentative functions     
                                                        

IMPORTANT NOTE FROM 
Miki and Craig 

Craig and Miki will not be able to lead a caravan 

to the Spokane regional meet in July. They will 

arrange for a different event for that month to be 

posted to the next Wing.  For those of you 

planning on attending the regional, please let 

Miki know (209-463-2793) and she will advise 

you of others driving up so you can caravan up 

together. 

mailto:oldcarr.rc@gmail.com
tel:(209-463-2793


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
    Gates opened at 10 AM for 14 Thunderbirds to 
come in and park around and under the planes 
exhibited at the museum. We all picked a plane to 
be displayed under and one plane had three 
Thunderbirds under its massive wings.  

 
    Soon the crowds showed up to view both the 
planes and cars. There were numerous activities 
going on in the museum but the cars garnered a lot 
of attention.  

Photo opportunities were abundant and the cars 
and planes made for great grouping. 
   Marilyn had a couple of interesting contacts with 
past owners of Thunderbirds and we scored a 
bunch of parts from one of the contacts. See later. 

 
   We also heard some great stories about some of 
the planes and took a tour of the big flying boat 
which had 3 Thunderbirds parked under it’s wings. 
This plane was used in the first Indiana Jones 
movie and depicted a “Clipper”. The movie showed 
the plane flying from San Francisco to Hawaii to 
Guam to Japan to Nepal. Only one problem …… 
there is no place in Nepal with enough water to 
land a flying boat!  

  

 

Flight Log #1 
Oakland Air Museum with Open Cockpit Day 

By Russ with Pics by Russ & Tim 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Once we got by the traffic back up on I80 around 

the Bay Bridge we were able to pull into an almost 

empty parking lot at Bay Meadows Race Track. 

Guess we were a little early. Soon we were up in 

the grandstands awaiting the first race.  

 

Some were there just for the food, drinks and good 

company but other were there to test their luck in 

picking the horses. Naturally none of us picked the 

longshot at 40 to 1 in one of the races. 

 

I don’t know if these were winning tickets of the 

Siebert clan but they along with everyone else had 

a great time.  

Thanks to Mike Press for again setting this event 

into motion. 

Flight Log #2 
Day at the Races 

By Russ with Pics by Russ 

NOR CAL Vintage Thunderbirds at 
California Auto Museum 

 
Looking good in Sacramento. Thanks to Craig for 

getting this together with cars, books and other 

information about the club. 

 

 

 

. 



 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We started off the day by meeting at the American 
Armory Museum in Fairfield where we had a 
wonderful tour of the facilities by the curator and 
got the history of the museum and many of the 
exhibits. The facility is extensive and full of artifacts 
going back as far as the civil war with the main 
theme focusing on the second world war.    

 
There's so much to see that we could have spent 
many more than the two hours we allotted and all 
of us said we wanted to go back.  

 
 
At noon we got in our cars and caravaned to 
Sonoma and the home of Gene and Ethel Daly.  

 Our hosts welcomed us warmly into their lovely 
home and offered us wines and a fabulous lunch 
where I had possibly the best hamburger I've ever 
had. So good. When we couldn't eat another thing 

Flight Log #3 
Sonoma Tour 

By Miki  

we jumped back into our cars and drove a few 
blocks to Gene's "guy club" where he and a few of 
his friends have a place to hang, store their cars, 
barbeque, sip a little wine and talk guy stuff. Great 
hangout with some very nice cars.   

 
 
Thank you, Gene and Ethel for a lovely afternoon.  
 

 
When we left Gene's we walked a couple of blocks 
to Sonoma Square for the historic sites nice little 
shops and the famous ice cream shop. It was a full 
day and one we will remember. 

 



 

   
 

 

 
      It was a long drive (about 200 miles) but everything went smoothly until we arrived. We drove the 1963 
Continental since the TBird was in the midst of a repair since the top was not working. When we arrived at 
the hotel the trunk on the Continental refused to open. Worked fine in the morning before we left. Even 
Craig’s suggestion to turn the car around on the garage slope did not work. Guess we just show it with the 
top up. Craig and Vic went off to tour the mine while Marilyn and I managed to get our clothes out of the 
trunk. Craig said that their tour covered many different parts of the Empire Mine that he had not seen 
before. The simulated trip down the mine shaft was very interesting. 
     Early the next morning I was able to get our usual place in front of the Holbrook Hotel so we would 
have shade all day long. The show was great with a few other TBirds present (2 – 57s, a 64 and 65). 
Chuck Korenko stopped by and joined us for lunch. He gave us the bad news that Lani had taken 
another fall and broke her arm. We extend our hope that she will have a speedy recovery from this 
latest set back. 

    Marilyn got caught by a local news photographer while I was getting us a table for lunch. So the picture 
here had the caption of “San Martin’s Marilyn Carr shows off the suicide doors of her 1963 Lincoln 
Continental”. This was in the Monday issue of the Grass Valley Union. 
 

 

Flight Log #4 
Grass Valley Tour and Car Show 

By Russ  



 

 
Vic spent some time this spring 

traveling along Route 66 in California 
and Arizona. As some of you might 

know local groups have added Burma-
Shave signs along some areas of the 
highway. The original signs were all 
removed in the 60’s but driving on 
Route 66 can bring back memories. 

 
Some additional signs have been 

added to commemorate this “road” as 
shown in this picture in Barstow. 

 

  



   



 

TEST: Name the stars and their Thunderbird. 
No answers to this test……… does anyone read this paper? 

  

1 Alan Jackson & his ‘first love’ 

10 Marilyn Monrore 

4 Clark Gable 

3 Richie Valens 

2 Chuck Berry 

7 Natalie Wood 

6 Frankie Avalon 

5 Frank Sinatra 

9 Suzanne Summers 

8 John Travalto 

11 Arthur Miller 

12 Joan Collins 



 

 
 
  

Our Technical Advisors 
 
This list is under review. If you would like to 
be added or removed please contact Russ 
Carr. 
 

Craig Cuslidge 
1958-1966 Concours Detail 
1960 sunroofs 
1965 General/Restorations 
209-463-2793 
 

Bill Edwards 
1958-1966 General/Mechanical/Convertibles 
510-223-2365 
 

Mike Press 
1958-1966 Concours Details/Parts/Services 
1961-1963 General/Restoration 
510-558-4037  
 
Russ Carr 
1961-1963 General Coupe and Convertible 
repair 
408-568-3782 
 

Concours Manuals  
Available from Mike Press for $15.00 plus $2.00 
shipping.  Rules plus single series sections 
available for $7.00 plus $2.00 shipping. Contact 
Mike at 510-558-4037 to order. 
 

Good Guys List 
A list of service providers that have done 
particularly good work on members cars – 
Available free to members from Mike Press (510) 
558-4037, mjprgp@infionline.net.  Also, contact 
Mike if you would like to add to the list. 

 

 

General Information 
 

Membership 
To become a member, please send annual dues 
to the Treasurer. ($25.00 if Wing to be delivered 
electronically and $30.00 if to be delivered by 
USPS). 
 

Change of Address 
Please send address change notices to the 
Secretary 
 

Correspondence 
General correspondence should be sent to the 
club President.  Submissions to The Wing 
should be sent to the Editor (see Publication 
Deadline below). 
 

Nametags 
Order through Craig Cuslidge at 209-463-2793. 
 

Advertising 
Send all advertising with payment to The Wing 
Editor.   See advertising pages for rates. 
 

Publication Deadline 
The Wing is published bi-monthly on the 1st of 
January, March, May, July, September and 
November. Submissions must be received 
before the 20th of the month preceding the 
issue(s) for which they are intended. E-mail 
submissions must be in .doc or .docx format and 
pictures in .jpg format. Hard copy submissions 
gladly accepted. 

 

Advisory Board 
of Past Presidents 

 

    Bob Steinhauer †                  Chuck Schultz† 
    Craig Cuslidge (2)                   Paul Simonds 
    Jim Parry                                 Mike McSherry 
    Bobbi Killion †                         Doreen Gibbs 
    Dr. Gordon Richmond †        Barney Burke 
    Bob Combs                                George Waters 
    Mike Press                        LeRoy Siebert(2)† 
    John Espinola                       John Byers 
    Peter Harmon † 

 
Lifetime Members 

Bob † and Arlene Steinhauer #1 
Joel † and Elsie † Schlotz #26 

Dr. Gordon † & Nell Richmond #25 
Craig Cuslidge #15 

Need Help and Information? 



 

 
 

The Wing Editor 
13400 Center Ave. 

San Martin, CA 95046 
Phone:  408-568-3782 

Email: 

oldcarr.rc@gmail.com 

 

Northern California 
Vintage Thunderbird Club 

     2019 Thunderbird? Do you believe everything you see on the internet? 


